
 

 

Dear Families: 

 

This has been a difficult and heartbreaking week. As we continue to contend with the 
social-emotional impacts of a pandemic that has changed our daily lives, we are 
witnessing senseless lootings and acts of violence. It is important that we acknowledge 
the hurt, pain and anger we are feeling and together do our part to eradicate hate, 
condemn violence and stand up to acts of racism in our own community. 
 

The great leader Nelson Mandela said it best, “Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world." I believe that as adults and role models for our 
students/children, we must make time to have honest discussions about racism, hear 
what our children have to say, and provide them with support and informed perspectives 
so that they treat each other with mutual dignity and respect. 
 

While we are discussing these issues in our virtual classrooms, I would like to share 
some resources that may help you in discussing this sensitive topic at home within your 
families (see below). We must have these conversations now and often and go beyond 
just the teachings of compassion, kindness and equality. In order to truly live up to our 
core values of mutual respect and inclusion, we must also teach our students how to be 
the change the world needs and how to move our society to a better place. 
 

Thank you for your partnership in talking with your children about racism. If you or your 
student is in need of additional support during this time, please reach out to me or your 
guidance counselor.  It is so important for us that our students of all races, religions and 
genders know how much we love and care for them, now more than ever. 
 

With sincere respect, 
Danielle Trippodo 

 


